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EDUCATION AT THE PEACE 
CONFERENCE 

By MRS. FANNIE FERN ANDREWS 

THE foece of education in promoting intelligent 
partnership among the nations and in creating a 
common motive for democratic progress has long been 
recognized by those engaged in the instruction of youth. 
When the delegates at the Peace Conference began to 
work out a draft for a League of Nations, educational 
thinkers became active in formulating plans whereby 
education can perform its full service to this momentous 
undertaking. They based their efforts on the assump- 
tion that the permanent stability of such a League de- 
pends primarily on the aims and methods of the educa- 
tional systems of the nations that comprise the League. 
A definite proposition was presented to the League of 
Nations Commission — that of creating a permanent 
bureau or commission of education as part of the organi- 
zation of the League. This request came from several 
different sources. The first definite resolution was 
passed by the meeting of Delegates of Allied Associa- 
tions for a Society of Nations, held at Paris from the 
twenty-fifth to the thirtieth of January, under the presi- 
dency of Leon Bourgeois. This resolution declared that 
an international commission of education should be an 
active organ in a League of Free Nations. Education 
is the principal means by which a responsible world 
democracy may be evolved and a League of Nations 
maintained. The International Commission on Educa- 
tion should be entrusted to draw up a plan whereby edu- 
cation will promote the fundamental needs of democ- 
racy. This plan, therefore, should provide for a wide- 
spread education in the elements of democratic citizen- 
ship and the extension of the privilege of education to 
all peoples and classes. 

Almost simultaneously with this the United States 
Army Educational Commission sent a memorandum to 
the League of Nations Commission, stating at some 
length the part that education might play in a League 
of Nations. This was followed by the endorsement of a 
commission on education, in the form of resolutions, by 
the General Education Board and the Department of 
Superintendence of the National Education Association 
of the United States. 

The Workers' Educational Association, representing 
over twenty-seven hundred educational, working-class, 
and other associations in Great Britain and Ireland, 
sent a strong resolution to the Commission, declaring, 
among other things, that the attitude of mind "essen- 
tial to the successful and effective working of a demo- 
cratic League of Peoples ... can only be cultivated 
by education that aims at enlightening the peoples of 
the world as to the facts of the world they live in, more 
especially the social and the economic facts that peri- 
odically divide the human family into warring commu- 
nities, widens the human outlook, broadens and deepens 
human sympathies, and enables the democracies of the 
world to realize their interdependence on each other for 
their future prosperity and security. 

"On behalf of the Workers' Educational Association, 
which represents 2,709 educational, working-class, and other 
organizations in Great Britain and Ireland, we therefore 



urge that the League of Nations Commission set up an In- 
ternational Commission on Education, for we regard such 
a commission as essential to the successful and effective 
working of a democratic League of Peoples." 

The National Union of Teachers of Great Britain and 
the Educational Section of the British League of Na- 
tions Union sent equally strong endorsements. 

The International Council of Women and Conference 
of Women Suffragists of the Allied Countries and of 
the United States presented the following resolution to 
the League of Nations Commission when that body for- 
mally received the delegation on April 10 and listened 
to addresses supporting this and other resolutions pre- 
sented on the same occasion : 

"Whereas a League of Nations should be not only an in- 
strument of Peace, but also an instrument of civilization ; 

Whereas for the maintenance of a League of Nations it is 
essential to teach children from an early age to understand 
its usefulness and its benefits and to respect its aim ; 

Whereas the true freedom of men and women can only be 
gained by a liberal and democratic education, open to all 
citizens alike, the International Council of Women and the 
Conference of Women Suffragists of the Allied Countries 
and the United States petition as follows : 

That a provision be made in the Covenant of the League 
of Nations for an International Bureau of Education." 

The following article was proposed for insertion in 
the final Covenant of the League of Nations : 

"The High Contracting Parties will endeavor to make the 
aims and methods of their educational systems consistent 
with the general principles underlying the League of Na- 
tions; and to this end agree to establish as part of the or- 
ganization of the League a permanent Bureau of education." 

This international organ presents no new idea. Be- 
fore the war the International Federation of National 
Associations of Teachers, representing some twenty dif- 
ferent States, endorsed the idea of an International Bu- 
reau of Education. 

Moreover, the governments of seventeen States, in 
1913, appointed delegates to the International Confer- 
ence on Education which was called by the Netherlands 
Government at the suggestion of the Government of the 
United States for September, 1914. The call to this 
Conference contained a Draft Convention for an Inter- 
national Bureau of Education. 

The Covenant of the League of Nations does not con- 
tain the provision for a Bureau of Education, but this 
does not signify hostility to the subject. On the con- 
trary, several of the members of the League of Nations 
Commission have individually expressed great interest. 
As President Wilson said, when the various resolutions 
were presented to the Commission on April 10 : "If we 
do not include all the measures which you have pro- 
posed, it is not because we are not in sympathy with 
them, but that we think it is wise to confine ourselves 
merely to the setting up of the framework of the League 
of Nations, leaving the complete organization for future 
development." 

Our great duty todav is to create enthusiasm for the 
League of Nations; and as this becomes a working insti- 
tution, the need of some definite and direct means of 
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fostering the spirit which inspired its creation will be- 
come more and more apparent. This viewpoint should 
be pressed, for the success of the League of Nations will 
depend on a world outlook which can only be achieved 
through a systematic and conscious education of the 
peoples. 

Following are some of the endorsements of the cause : 

1. Meeting of Delegates of Allied Associations for a Society 

of Nations, held at Paris, January 25 to 30, 1919, under 
the presidency of Mr. Leon Bourgeois. 

"That this meeting agrees that an International Commis- 
sion of Education should be an active organ in a League of 
Free Nations. Education is the principal means by which 
a responsible world democracy may be evolved and a League 
of Nations maintained. 

"The International Commission on Education should be 
entrusted to draw up a plan by which education will pro- 
mote the fundamental needs of democracy. This plan, there- 
fore, should provide for a widespread education in the ele- 
ments of democratic citizenship and the extension of the 
privilege of education to all peoples and classes." 

2. Department of Superintendence of the National Educa- 

tion Association, Chicago, U. S. A., February 22 to 28 
1919. 

"Since education is the principal means by which a re- 
sponsible world democracy can be evolved and a League of 
Nations maintained, be it resolved that the Department of 
Superintendence of the National Education Association 
strongly endorses and gladly accepts the resolutions adopted 
by the National Council of the League of Nations now in 
session in Paris and sent to it at Chicago by cable. This 
Department urges the creation of an International Com- 
mission on Education that shall be an active organ in a 
League of Free Nations, whose duties should be to provide 
for a world education in the elements of democratic citizen- 
ship and the extension 'of the privilege of education to all 
people and to all classes.' " 

3. The Workers' Educational Association <a Federation of 

Over 2,500 Educational and Work - peoples' Organiza- 
tions), April 5, 1919. 

"While welcoming a League of Nations as a means of pro- 
viding legitimate channels for the expression of nation il 
sentiments and aspirations and lessening the possibilities of 
armed conflicts between nations, we recognize that such a 
League can be little more than a barrier to intermittent out- 
breaks of national feeling, which can only be permanently 
allayed by the democracies of the world cultivating a 'world 
mind.' 

"Such an attitude of mind, however, can only be culti- 
vated by education that aims at enlightening the peoples of 
the world as to the facts of the world they live in, more 
especially the social and the economic facts that periodic- 
ally divide the human family into warring communities, 
widens the human outlook, broadens and deepens human 
sympathies, and enables the democracies of the world to 
realize their interdependence on each other for their future 
prosperity and security. 

"On behalf of the Workers' Educational Association, 
which represents 2,709 educational, working-class, and other 
organizations in Great Britain and Ireland, we therefore 



urge that the League of Nations Commission set up an In- 
ternational Commission of Education, for we regard such a 
commission as essential to the successful and effective work- 
ing of a democratic League of Peoples." 



RESOLUTIONS OF THE EIGHTH GERMAN 
PEACE CONGRESS 

HELD IN BERLIN JUNE 13-15, 1919 

1. THE TREATY OF PEACE 

(Proposal of Mr. Gumbel and Others.) 

' 'TP he peace proposal of Versailles being a violation 
A of the Fourteen Points of the Wilson program, 
as it is also of the rights of peoples to dispose freely of 
themselves, and imposing, moreover, conditions on the 
German people which they will not be able to fulfill, the 
Assembly protests against these conditions, without, 
however, disregarding the grave responsibility which 
rests upon Germany for the devastations of the war." 

2-4. RESPONSIBILITIES 

"The Assembly recognizes in principle that Germany 
is guilty of having brought on the war," (Submitted by 
Dr. Francke.) 

"The Eighth Congress of German Pacifists recognizes 
that the defeated Imperial Government is charged with 
a heavy responsibility for having supported without 
qualifications the political ambitions of Austria-Hun- 
gary toward Serbia. In associating itself with this 
policy it has made itself directly an accomplice in the 
bringing on of the catastrophe. But the Congress re- 
calls at the same time that the great majority of the 
German people, like other peoples, did not desire the 
war ; they have been forced by those who were mistaken 
as to the causes of the conflict. It recalls, furthermore, 
that the atmosphere of international mistrust created by 
imperialistic politics of all the governments has been the 
indirect cause of the conflict, paralyzing the forces of 
resistance which should have been allowed to play. The 
Congress regrets more than it can express that these 
things have made of Germany during the whole course 
of hostilities a land of hate by which the mentality of 
the German people has been systematically poisoned, 
and, by exalting the cult of force, has contributed to 
prolong the war." (Proposed by Messrs. Quidde and 
Mannheimer.) 

"The Congress recognizes that the facts which have 
determined the catastrophe are attributable to the con- 
certed action of the former German Government and of 
the former Government of the Austro-Hungarian Mon- 
archy." (Proposed by Professor Thesing.) 

5. RESUMPTION OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

"The Eighth Congress of German Pacifists considers 
that it is absolutely necessary that the pacifists of all 
countries should get together again as soon as possible. 
It ardently desires to remove the obstacles in the way 
of re-establishing those relations, especially on the side 



